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THE  writer  of  the  following  article  having  recently  performed 
a  journey  on  business  through  several  important  counties,  has 
been  struck  with  the  character  of  the  addresses  put  forth  by  the 
candidates  for  the  various  boroughs  and  counties  through  which 
he  passed — almost  all  of  them  professing  to  advocate  some  mea- 
sure, the  object  of  which  is  the  relief  of  the  people,  such  as 

Reduction  of  Taxation, 

Abolition  of  Assessed  Taxes, 

Abolition  of  Corn  Laws, 

Abolition  of  Tithes, 

Abolition  of  Monopolies,  . 

Free  Trade,  &c.  &c. ; 

But  scarcely  two  can  be  found  that  agree  as  to  the  particular 
mode  of  relief. 

The  object  of  this  short  pamphlet  is  to  draw  the  public  atten- 
tion to  the  FACT,  that  the  advantages  which  would  be  derived 
from  any  or  all  of  the  above-named  measures,  are  embodied  in, 
or  would  be  the  natural  consequence  of  a  change  from  the 
present  mode  of  taxation  to  that  of  an  EFFICIENT  PRO- 
PERTY TAX. 


A    PROPERTY    TAX, 

&c. 


WHEN  a  general  and  increasing  depression  of  trade  prevails, 
affecting  all  the  productive  classes,  and  causing  much  distress  to 
the  lower  order  of  mechanics  and  labourers,  it  becomes  an  impe- 
rative duty  to  investigate  the  cause  which  produces  such  a  state 
of  things,  and  to  suggest  a  remedy,  if  it  can  be  found.  Under 
this  impression  the  following  remarks  are  offered,  in  the  hope 
that  they  may  induce  more  able  pens  to  treat  the  subject,  and 
that  so  important  a  topic  may  be  fully  and  fairly  discussed  by 
the  constituency  of  the  whole  country  before  the  next  electi 
in  order  that  the  benefit  of  the  Reform  Bill  may  be  at  once  felt 
by  the  nation,  in  the  choice  of  able  and  independent  men,  who 
will  disinterestedly  advocate  the  principles  of  a  measure  founded 
in  equity,  and  which  has  for  its  object  the  relief  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people. 

Over-production,  over-population,  extreme  competition,  are 
assigned  as  causes  of  the  unusual  and  generally  prevalent  de- 
pression and  distress ;  but  an  excessive  taxation,  levied  in  a 
manner  peculiarly  injurious  and  oppressive  to  the  productive 
classes,  will  be  found  to  be,  in  fact,  the  principal  cause.  An 
enormous  National  Debt  has  been  contracted — an  expensive 
Government  has  grown  with  the  increasing  debt — the  interest  of 
the  debt,  unless  justice  to  the  public  creditor  be  violated,  must 
be  paid.  It  would  be  folly,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 
speculate  on  any  plan  for  the  immediate  liquidation  of  the  debt ; 
not  so,  the  attempt  to  raise  the  means  of  paying  the  interest  in  a 
manner  less  oppressive  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  people. 

The  present  mode  of  raising  money  for  the  exigences  of  the 
State  is  principally  by  Duties  on  articles  of  consumption,  As- 
sessed Taxes,  Stamp  Duties,  Post-office  Revenue,  &c.  As 
regards  the  rate  of  postage,  all  pay  alike,  with  the  exception, 
that  by  the  system  of  franking  the  aristocracy  is  favoured ;  this, 
however,  is  an  abuse  too  insignificant  to  affect  the  interests  of 
the  other  classes.  The  Stamp  Duties,  of  all  kinds,  operate  most 
severely  upon  minor  transactions,  so  that  the  wealthy,  between 
whom  the  most  extensive  transactions  take  place,  in  this  in- 
stance, also  contribute  less  in  proportion  than  the  more  humble 


classes ;  for  example,  a  stamp  for  a  mortgage  or  bond  for  101/. 
is  405. ;  for  1,001J.,  is  120s.  ;  for  10,001/.,  is  15/. : — being  at 
the  rate  of  2/.  per  cent,  on  the  first,  12s.  per  cent,  on  the  second, 
and  only  3s.  per  cent,  on  the  last  and  most  important  transac- 
tion !  Again,  a  receipt  stamp  for  51.  is  3d. ;  for  20  O/.,  is  4s. ; 
for  2,000/.,  is  10s. : — being  5s.  per  cent,  on  the  first,  2s.  per 
cent,  on  the  second,  and  6d.  per  cent,  on  the  last !  The  probate 
duty  also,  from  ivhich  all  freehold  property  is  entirely  exempt, 
is  most  iniquitously  oppressive  on  small  personal  estates  ;  thus, 
a  man  dying,  and  leaving  1,000/.,  the  result  of  hard  earnings  in 
his  trade,  a  stamp  duty  of  30/.  is  paid  to  Government ;  if  the 
estate  be  10,000/.,  the  duty  is  1101. ;  instead  of  which,  it 
should  be  300/.,  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  duty  on  1,000/. 
Higher  sums  are  in  somewhat  equal  proportion ;  and,  be  it 
recollected,  that  &  freehold  estate  of  500,000/.  pays  no  probate 
duty  whatever !  With  regard  to  the  Assessed  Taxes,  the  very 
poor  have  nothing  to  do  except  indirectly;  but,  where  is  the 
nobleman  of  50,0002.  per  annum  who  pays  assessed  taxes  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  tradesman  of  200/.  or  300/.  ?  Here, 
again,  the  existing  system  is  in  favour  of  the  wealthy  ;  but  the 
most  oppressive  part  of  the  present  system  is  the  indirect  tax- 
ation, by  which  the  productive  classes  pay  an  exorbitant  propor- 
tion to  the  revenue  in  taxes  upon  articles  of  consumption.*  Place 
the  pittance  of  the  mechanic  or  agricultural  labourer  in  compa- 
rison with  the  income  of  the  wealthy ;  ascertain  how  much  of 
his  daily  wages  goes  to  the  State  in  indirect  taxation  ;  compare 
that  with  the  amount  contributed  by  the  man  of  50,000/.  per  annum 
in  proportion  to  his  property  ;  then  the  burdensome  and  oppressive 
nature  of  the  present  system  will  be  clearly  seen.  The  Conse- 
quences of  this  system  are,  in  reality,  such  as  might  be  fairly 
calculated  upon — the  impoverishment  of  the  lower  classes,  and 
the  accumulation  of  wealth,  in  masses,  amongst  the  aristocracy. 
The  antidote  to  this  glaring  injustice  is  the  substitution  of 
AN  EQUAL  PROPERTY  TAX,  SUFFICIENT  FOR  THE  EXI- 
GENCES OF  THE  STATE,  IN  LIEU  OF  ALL  EXISTING 
TAXES.  This  tax  to  be  a  certain  rate  per  cent,  upon  all  pro- 
perty, landed,  funded,  or  capital  employed  in  trade,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest ;  and  in  such  cases  where  incomes  are 
derived  from  other  sources  than  those  above-mentioned,  as  pro- 

*  The  injurious  effect  of  taxation  on  articles  of  common  consumption, 
such  as  corn,  tea,  malt,  sugar,  &c.,  also  the  impolicy  of  heavily  taxing  arti- 
cles used  in  manufactures,  such  as  barilla,  tallow,  hemp,  timber,  Sec.,  and  of 
all  monopolies,  is  most  clearly  shewn  by  Sir  Henry  Pamell,  in  his  able  work 
on  "FINANCIAL  REFORM."  London :  Murray. 


fcssional  men,  clerks,  £c.  a  certain  rate  per  cent,  upon  their  in- 
comes. The  minimum  at  which  taxation  should  commence  to  be 
about  751.  per  annum ;  for,  it  may  be  presumed,  that  a  man  earning 
less  than  that  sum  cannot  pay  10/.  a  year  rent  for  his  house, 
with  levies;  and  it  is  fair,  that  the  same  rule  which  excludes 
him  from  any  influence  in  the  representation  of  the  country, 
should  also  excuse  him  from  taxation. 

The  consequences  resulting  from  an  equal  Property  Tax,  all 
other  taxes  being  repealed,  would  be  immense  relief  to  the 
manufacturing,  commercial,  and  agricultural  productive  classes. 
The  taxes  from  all  articles  of  consumption  being  removed,  the 
poor  would  be  enabled  to  live  much  better  than  at  present,  upon 
wages  as  low,  or  even  lower  than  they  now  obtain.  The  free 
importation  of  foreign  productions  would,  by  degrees,  induce 
foreign  nations  to  take  more  of  our  manufactures  in  exchange, 
particularly  if  produced  at  lower  prices ;  thus  the  demand  for 
labour  would  be  increased,  and  the  poor  rates,  consequently, 
reduced ;  an  improvement  in  the  manufacturing  districts  would 
speedily  operate  most  favourably  upon  the  agricultural  interest, 
and  though  foreign  corn  would  be  brought  into  our  markets  to  a 
great  extent,  the  farmer  would  make  up  the  loss  in  the  price  of 
his  corn  by  producing  a  greater  quantity  of  other  commodities, 
for  which  he  would  meet  a  ready  and  profitable  sale ;  for  our 
hitherto  impoverished  mechanics  would,  under  an  improved 
state  of  trade,  be  enabled  to  buy  more  beef,  mutton,  bacon,  &c. ; 
but  it  is,  perhaps,  doubtful  whether  less  corn  would  be  required 
to  be  grown — much  more  being  consumed  by  the  increase  of  all 
descriptions  of  live  stock,  besides  the  increase  in  the  consump- 
tion of  malt,  when  that  duty  shall  be  repealed.  It  may,  there- 
fore, be  fairly  inferred,  that  land  and  rents  will  not  be  materially 
affected  ;  for  the  improvement  experienced  by  the  farmer,  in  the 
greater  demand  for  live  stock,  would  be  counterbalanced  by  the 
reduction  in  the  price  of  corn ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the 
additional  burdens  imposed  upon  the  landed  proprietor  will 
prevent  his  reducing  his  rents.  Another  important  effect 
attendant  upon  an  equal  and  efficient  Property  Tax  would  be  a 
reduction  in  the  expenses  of  Governmerlt,  inasmuch  as  the 
aristocracy,  who,  under  the  present  system,  have  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  good  places  and  pensions,  and  have,  therefore,  natu- 
rally been  the  willing  supporters  of  a  lavish  expenditure — would, 
under  the  operation  of  a  Property  Tax,  contribute  the  most.  It 
is,  therefore,  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  they  would  become 
the  advocates  of  greater  economy,  the  result  of  which  would  be 
a  gradual  diminution  of  taxation. 


The  expenses  of  collecting  a  Property  Tax  would  be  trifling, 
compared  with  the  enormous  expenditure  attendant  upon  the 
present  excise  machinery,  and  preventive  service,  &c.  A  great 
outcry  would,  no  doubt,  be  raised  by  all  interested  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  existing  system ;  therefore,  let  Government  meet 
their  complaint  by  a  small  pension  for  life  to  each  man,  of  every 
rank,  at  a  stated  rate,  in  proportion  to  his  present  salary.  The 
immense  saving  effected  by  the  action  of  the  proposed  system 
would  well  allow  of  this  act  of  justice  and  consideration. 

The  advantages  of  an  equal  Property  Tax,  sufficient  for  the 
requirements  of  the  State,  then  appear  to  be — 

1st.  A  fair  mode  of  taxation,  by  which  the  productive  classes 
would  be  greatly  benefited,  in  e  xchange  for  an  unjust  and 
oppressive  one. 

2nd.  A  relief  to  commerce,  manufactures,  and  agriculture. 

3d.  A  cheaper  Government,  and,  consequently,  a  reduction 
in  the  amount  of  taxation. 

4th.  A  reduction  of  poor's-rates. 

5th.  An  improvement  in  the  moral  condition  of  the  aristocracy, 
inasmuch  as,  instead  of  being  pensioners  and  placemen,  they 
would  become  main  supports  of  the  State,  by  their  contribution 
to  its  exigences. 

6th.  It  would  also  act  powerfully  as  a  check  to  the  engage- 
ment in  unnecessary  wars. 

Having  stated  the  advantages  of  a  Property  Tax,  it  is  proper 
to  meet  some  of  the  objections  which  may  be  urged  against  it. 
The  following  appear  to  be  the  principal : — 

1st.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  fair  and  just  estimate  of 
property. 

2nd.  The  inquisitorial  nature  of  the  tax. 

To  the  first  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  principle  being  ad- 
mitted to  be  founded  in  equity  and  fairness,  the  practicability  is 
beyond  a  doubt.  Surely  a  Government,  that  can  watch  every 
nook  in  the  coasts  of  our  sea-girt  land — that  can  ascertain  the 
number  of  windows  in  every  house  in  the  country — the  number 
of  dogs,  and  their  particular  breed — the  number  of  clerks, 
warehousemen,  waiters  at  inns,  carriages,  armorial  bearings, 
and  wearers  of  hair  powder,  &c.  &c. — and  that  finds  it  practica- 
ble to  obtain  all  the  complicated  and  multifarious  information 
requisite  to  the  excise  establishment, — is  competent  to  ascertain 
the  property  of  the  country,  the  income  of  professional  men,  and 
the  salaries  of  clerks.  That  the  estimate  or  returns  should  be 
correct  and  perfect  at  the  outset  is  assuredly  impossible ;  but, 
even  supposing  great  inaccuracies  to  exist  at  the  commence- 


ment,  still,  with  all  its  faults,  an  adjustment  of  the  taxes  on  the 
principle  of  a  Property  Tax  would  be  approximating  to  a  mode 
of  taxation  much  more  fair  and  just  than  the  present. 

With  regard  to  its  inquisitorial  tendency,  the  good  effect 
resulting  from  every  individual  examining  the  real  state  of  his 
affairs  annually  would  overbalance  the  obnoxious  nature  of  the 
enquiry,  and  would  prove  a  most  salutary  measure  to  the 
commercial  interest.  Should  a  man,  from  sinister  motives, 
make  a  return  of  property  greater  than  he  is  really  possessed  of, 
the  misrepresentation  brings  its  own  punishment — he  over-taxes 
himself.  On  the  other  hand,  should  a  man  under-rate  his 
property,  an  abuse  too  likely  to  occur,  thereby  exciting  the 
suspicion  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the 
returns,  he  deserves  the  most  rigid  scrutiny ;  and  the  fact  being 
established,  a  severe  penalty  ought  to  be  inflicted. 

Opposition  to  a  Property  Tax  will  probably  be  made  by  many 
.persons  who  would  most  benefit  by  its  operation,  from  the 
natural  dislike  there  exists  to  the  payment  of  money  to  the  tax- 
gather  direct ;  and  this  dislike  will  not  be  overcome  until  the 
public  mind  is  fully  convinced  of  the  real  saving  effected  by  the 
change.  A  man  in  a  very  humble  sphere  at  present  pays,  in 
indirect -taxes,  at  Ieastr20/.  per  annum ;  but,  finding  that,  under 
a  Property  Tax,  he  would  pay  not  more  than  51.  to  71.  per 
annum,  he  would  soon  be  reconciled  to  the  mode  of  payment 

At  the  commencement  of  this  paper  it  was  stated  that  "  an 
excessive  taxation,  levied  in  a  manner  peculiarly  oppressive  to 
the  productive  classes,  is  the  principal  cause  of  the  present 
distress;"  there  are,  doubtless,  other  causes  which  have  aug- 
mented it,  one  of  yvvhich  is  the  withdrawing  the  paper  currency, 
whioh  has  greatly  aggravated  the  pressure  of  our  fixed  burdens  ; 
but  if  we  return  to  a  paper, currency,  without  previously  adopt- 
ing a  Property  Tax,  the  increased  circulating  medium  would 
tend  to  increase  the  production  of  our  manufacturers  at  advanced 
prices;  which  high  prices  would,  at  the  same  time,  have  the 
effect  of  diminishing  our  exports ;  consequently,  a  surplus  stock 
would  accumulate,  a  re-action  take  place,  and  a  stagnation  and 
embarrassment  greater  than  at  present  would  follow.  Our 
policy  should  therefore  -be,  *to  encourage  such  a  system 
as  would  enable  us  to  manufacture  goods  at  the  loudest  possible 
rate  at  which  a  remunerating  profit  for  capital  employed  could 
be  realised;  this  would  permanently  improve  the  condition  of 
the  productive  classes,  without  a  shade  of  injustice  to  any,  and 
this  would  be  one  of  the  immediate,  though  indirect,  results  of  an 
equal  Property  Tax. 

»**  The  writer   wishes  to  observe   upon  the   paragraph   in  this  r»ag;?t 
relating  to  the  indirect  taxes  paid  by  persons  in  humble  li^e,  that  f 
sequent  investigation  has  shewn  the  statement  to  be  exaggerated. 


An  issue  of  paper,  without  a  Property  Tkr,  would  encourage, 
rather  than  diminish,  the  expenditure  of  Government.  It  would 
keep  up  high  rents  and  high  prices  fora  time;  but  its  action 
in  these  respects  would  be  of  uncertain  continuance,  whilst  it 
would  entail  upon  us  high  taxes  in  perpetuity. 

The  first  object,  then,  of  a  Reformed  Parliament  should  be 
equitably  to  adjust  the  mode  of  taxation  on  the  principle  of  a 
Property  Tax,  by  which  our  foreign  relations  would  be  rendered 
more  extensively  available  to  an  increased  production  ;  and  this 
being  done,  an  action  on  the  currency,  if  still  necessary,  might 
be  resorted  to  as  an  auxiliary. 

Should  this  paper,  in  any  degree,  have  the  effect  of  drawing 
the  public  attention  to  the  subject,  its  object  will  be  answered  ; 
as,  the  more  the  principles  are  discussed,  the  more  extensive  will 
the  advantages  of  the  change  appear. 

The  principles  being  admitted,  it  becomes  the  interest  of  the 
constituency  of  the  whole  country  to  join  heart  and  hand,  now, 
at  the  approaching  election,  to  return  able  and  independent  men, 
who  will  disinterestedly  advocate  a  measure  founded  in  equity, 
and  which  has  for  its  object  the  relief  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people.  Let  every  voter  consider  the  importance  of  his  indivi- 
dual vote,  and  recollect  that  he  may  by  it  either  advance  or 
retard  the  interests  of  his  country,  in  which  his  own  are  most 
closely  bound  up. 


P.S.  Considering  the  vast  importance  of  the  subject,  the  most  extensive 
diffusion  of  the  principles  is  desirable ;  it  is,  therefore,  hoped  that  every 
reader  assenting  to  the  principles  advanced,  will,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power, 
lend  a  helping  hand.  A  few  copies  sent  to  any  distant  town  in  which  he 
may  have  connexions,  would  be  the  means  of  drawing  the  attention  of  can- 
didates and  voters  to  the  subject  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  An 
excellent  medium  will  be  found  in  election  committees — it  matters  not  of 
what  party;  discussion  of  the  subject  must  make  it  popular,  if  the  men-sure 
advocated  be  founded  in  JUSTICE. 

Birmingham,  October  30th,  1832. 

N.B.  Any  quantity  may  be  had  of  the  Printers,  at  Is.  6d.  per  doz.  or  10s. 
per  hundred. 
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